10 November 2016

St Thomas More’s
Catholic Primary
School

Grandparents Day
Monday 14 Nov

Annual Band
Concert, St Pat’s
Thursday 24 Nov

Grade 1/2
swimming lessons
21 Nov - 1 Dec

NEWSLETTER
From the Principal:
We are extremely lucky to live in Australia; sometimes perhaps we take this for granted.
This year 11 November marks the 98th anniversary of the Armistice, which ended the
First World War (1914–18). On Friday our students will take part in a Remembrance Day
Liturgy to honour those who have fought and died for our country. This provides an
excellent opportunity for our students to reflect on how fortunate we are to live in a
peaceful and prosperous country, and to realise that others in our world are not so
fortunate.
Psalm 23, The Divine Shepherd, is a central reading of our liturgy. Interestingly, it is
believed that David wrote the Psalm in later life, possibly through times of war. Its
beautifully crafted message provides a reminder to our community that we are loved by
God, no matter our circumstance. And, it provides us with a sense of relief for those who
have fallen in war, knowing that they are now in the loving embrace of the Lord.
I would like to thank everyone for being so affirming and supportive during my first few
days as Acting Principal. I will endeavour to do my best to ensure that all members of the
STM community, especially the students, have a fantastic end to the school year in 2016.
I look forward to working with you all in some capacity during the remainder of the year.

Kurt Atkins
Acting Principal
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REMINDER re Fee Accounts
All fee accounts should be finalised by 30 November.
If you are unable to finalise your account by this date please
make a time to speak with Kurt Atkins – Acting Principal.

Coming Up
Fri 11 Nov
Remembrance Day
Mon 14 Nov
Grandparents Day
Concert 1 9.30am
Concert 2 12.30pm

SACRAMENTAL CALENDAR
NOVEMBER
Saturday 12th
Sunday 13th
Saturday 19th
Sunday 20th

Presentation of the Lord’s Prayer and practice for First Eucharist
Presentation of the Lord’s Prayer and practice for First Eucharist
Sacrament of First Eucharist at all Mass Centres
Sacrament of First Eucharist at all Mass Centres

Wed 16 Nov
2017 Kinder W
Orientation
P & F Meeting 7.00pm
Thus 17 Nov
2017 Kinder G
Orientation
Board Meeting 7.00pm
21-24 & 28 Nov - 1 Dec
Gr 1/2 swimming
Wed 23 Nov
Band Concert
rehearsal
Thurs 24 Nov
Band Concert, St Pat’s
7.00pm
Weekend of 19 & 20 Nov
First Eucharist Mass
Thurs 1 Dec
Orientation Day

Please note last days
for our students:
Tues 13 Dec - Gr 6
Wed 14 Dec - all
other students
Term Dates for 2017
Term 1: 9 Feb - 13 April
Easter: 14-18 April
Term 2: 1 May - 7 July
Term 3: 24 July - 29 Sept
Term 4 16 Oct - 21 Dec
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Our School Band

GRANDPARENTS DAY
MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER
CONCERT 1 IS 9.30 - 10.30am
CONCERT 2 IS 12.30 - 1.30pm
in the josephite hall
morning and afternoon tea
will be provided
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First Eucharist Information
Presentation of the Lord’s Prayer and First Eucharist practice 12/13 November at
all Mass Centres.
Please contact Rosie (acaelli@bigpond.net.au) if your family were unable to
attend recent Faith Sharing for First Eucharist.
If you have not advised Mass Centre and your seating numbers please do so ASAP.
Please bring a plate to share. If you are able, also provide a plate for the children’s
table and one for the Parish to enable everyone to share the celebrations.
First Eucharist 19/20 November, look forward to seeing you there!

St Vinnies’ Christmas Food Drive
Over the next three weeks we will be helping Vinnies with their Christmas Food Drive.
STM’s support makes a real difference to the families who require assistance at this time
of year and, once again, Vinnies are calling for our help to assist in providing some
support to those in need. Vinnies are very appreciative of any support that STM might be
able to provide. Here are some suggested Christmas items to donate for the drive this
year. We ask that students bring these into their own classroom where we will have
boxes ready to accept all goods.

It is vital that all grocery and other food items are non-perishable and are “in-date”. All
donated gifts must be new and in the original packaging to be considered suitable to be
given to children for Christmas - all donated gifts, which are second-hand, will be sold in
our Vinnies shops.
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